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History

The first American Hzirless Terrier, a female named Josephing, was born ir 1872, part cf
a liter of purebred, coated Rat Terrdars. The breeder. Edwin Scctt, began to develop the
oreec from Josephing's descendants. Althaugh 1e never used any dogs but Rat Terriers
in his breeding program, it was abvays Scoft's intention for the hairless dogs te be a
separate breed. However, in 1998, when Unite¢ Kennel Club recognized the Rat Terrier.
Scoit and his fellow breeders agreed to allow the hairless dogs te entsr the UKC registry
as Rat lemers, nairless varisty. Upan separation, all of the hairless Rat Terriars and all
of their coated doscendants, products-af careful breeding to the finest coated Rat
Terriers, were given the name criginally chosen for the braed by Ecwin Scott: Amercan
Hairless Terrer. Whils it may séem contradictery te have coated dogs in a hairless bread,
it will be: necassary for Ihe foresesable fiture 1o continue to include some Rat Terrier
crosses until thers are sufficient hairless dogs to maintain = separate and healthy gene
pool.

Tre Amcrican Hairless Terrier was recoegnized by the United Kennel Club on Janusry 1,
2004,

General Appearance

The American Hairless Terrier is a smcothly muscled, active. small-to-medium terrier.
The oreferrad ratio of length cf oody {prosternum to point of buttocks) to height {withers
to ground) to is 10:3 The head ‘s broad, slightly domed, wedge-shaped, and
proportionate to the size of the body. Ears are Y-shaped. set At the autside rages of the
s4ull ard may be erect, tipped o button. Both varieties may have a natural tail carried in
an upward curve or the lail may be docked in dogs of te coated variety. The Anerican
Hairless Terrier comes in a number of skin colors and patters (hairless variety) and coat
colors and patterns {coated vansiy).

Dizqualification: A short-'cgged dog whose preportions vary significastly from the "0:9
ratio lachs kreed type zne must be disqualfied.

Characteristics

Head

The American Hairless TeTier is an enarcetic, alerl dog whose cuiosily and inlelligence
make him easy to train. The ancastors cof this breed were bred to hunt. The lack of coat
makes the hairless variety Lnsuited for hunting but both va-eties still have a strong
hunting irstinct and the coated dogs are fearless, tenacious hunters wilk seemingly
unlimited energy. The Americar Hairless Terrigr is an exceptionally friendly companion,
getting alony wail wilh chilhern, cther dogs. and even cats. American Ha'rless Terriers
enjoy human comeoarionship immensely and will enthusiastically share any aclivity with
their cwners Tha hailess dogs require protection Fom the =un and winter coid weather,
American Harrless Terriers should not be sparred during cenfarmation judging.

The head is preportenate o the size of the bady. When viewed from the side, the skuil
and inuzzle are of equal length and joined by 2 moderate stop Viewed from the front and
the side. the American [Hairless Terrier's head forrms a blurt wedge shape.

Fautt: Akrupt stoo.

SKULL — Tne =kull is boad and sightly domed. It tapess slighlly loward the muzze. The
jaws are pewertul with well-muscled cheeks.

Senous fault Aople head



Neck

MUZZLE — The muzzle is well filed-oul under the eyes, weil-chiseled, and tapers slightly
trom e stop to the ncse. Jaws arc nowerful and hingad well back alowing the dog to
open his mouth wide enough to catch rats and other rogents Lips are dry and tight with
no News. Lip pigment matches nose pigment

Fauwif: Smipey muez g

TEFTH — The Amarican Hairless Terrier has a compleze set of good-sized, evenly
spacad, white teeth A scissors bile is preferred but a level bite is acceptable.

Faults Missing teeth; ovarshot or undershot bite.
NOSE — The noee is black or sell-caaned.
Faults: Dudley or buttertly nose.

EYES — Cyes are set okliquely and are round. moderate in size, and somewhat
preminent. Ey2 rims match nose pigment.

Hairless Variety: Eyes may be any color found in the coated variety.

Coated Variaty: Eye color ranges from dars brown to amber and correspones with coat
coler. Hazel eyes are accepizble in dogs with ligher coat color. Blue or amber eyes are
permittec in blue-colored dogs only. bus a dark gray eye with gray eye nims is preferrec.

Faults Rulgy cyes; deep-set eyes; light-colored eyes in a dog with black coat color or
black pigrment; both eyes not of mateaing colors; eye with iris contairing mere than one
color. wal or china cye. ]

CARS - Ears are WY-shaped, set at the outside edges of the skuil. Frect ears are preferned
but tipped or button ears are acceptahle Malching ears are strongly preferred. Non-
matching ear cariage should be penaized to the degree of the variation. Note: Ear
carriage may not stabilize untit 8 dog 1s mature. Dugs under ona year of age should nct
ha penalized for vaialions in ear camr age,

Fauits: Crect ears with the sides curved inward forming a shage like a tulip petal: rose
2ars, flving ears; ren-matching ear carnzages.

Dizqualification: Hanaing sars.

The rect 1s clear. modeszlely long, smocthly rmusced, sligntly arched. and tapers slightly
“rom the shoulders to the head. Tre neck blends smioothly inte well laid bacx shoulcers.

Foreguarters

Shoulders are smooth'y musc'ed. The shouldar blades are weli lzid back with the ugpper
tips fzi'y cluse tagether at the withers. The vpper arm appears to be 2qual in length to
the shoulder blade and joins it at an apparent right angle. 1he eleows are close 0 the
body Viewed From any angle, the forelegs are st-aight, strong, and sturdy n bone. The
pasterns are strorg, short, and naarly vert cal .



A preperly proporticned American Hairless Terrier is slightly longer (measured from
prosternum to point of buttocks) than tall (measured from the withers to the ground), and
length of the front leg {measured from point cf eloow to the ground) should approximately
equal one-half of the dog's height. Whether the dog is standing or moving. the line of the
back is strong and level. The loin is mederately short slightly arched, and muscular, with
moderate tuck-up The croup is shghtly sloping. The ribs extend well back and are well
sprung out from the spine, forming a broad, strong back, then curving down and inward to
form a deep body. The brsket extends to or just below the elbow. Viewed from the front,
the chest between the forelegs is well filled and of moderate width Viewed from the sice,
the forechest extends in z shallow cval shape in front cf the forelegs.

Hindquarters

Feet

o

The hindyuarters are muscular with the length of the upper and lower thighs being
approximately equal The angulation of the hindquarters is in balance with the angulation
of the forequarters. The stifles are well-bent, and the hocks are well let down. YWhen the
dog is standing, the short, strong rear pastems are perpendicular to the ground and
viewed from the rear. paralle! to one another.

The feet are compact and slightly aval in shape. The two middie tues are slightly longer
than the other toes. Toes may be well split up but not fiat or splayed. Frent dewclaws
may be removed. Rear dewclaws must be removed.

Faulls. Flal feel. splayed feet; rear dewclaws present.

The tail is set on at the end of the croup. The natural tail is thick at the base and tapers
toward the tip. When the dog is alert, the tail is carried in an upward curve. When relaxed.
the tail may be carried straight oul behind the dog. The tails of the coated variety dogs
may be docked. If so, docking should 'be between the second and third joint of the tail.

Faults {both Vareties): Bent tail: ring tail,

Cisqualification fboth Vaneties): Natural bobtail

Hairless Variety: Puppies are born with a soft, vestigial down that generally covers the
body. This down’ gradually diminishes until age € fo 8 weeks, oy which time the pup
should be completely hairless. A mature American Hairless Terrier, Hairless variety, is
free from hair except for whiskers and guard hairs on the muzzie, and eyebrows, Short,
very fine [vellus) hair may be present on the body of a mature dog. The skin is smocth
and warm 10 the touch The hairless variety may sweat when overheated or stressed, but
this is not to be faulted in the ring.

Coated Variety: [ne coat is short, dense, and smooth, with a snean. Whiskars are not
removed.

Sertous faults (Hairless vanety). Vellus hair longer than 1mm on a dog over six months of
age

Disqualifications (both varielies): Wire or broken ccat; long coat.
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Color .
Hairless Variety: Any skin color is acceptable. The skin is usually parti-colored with an
underlying skin color and freckles or spots of contrasting color. Freckles enlarge with age,
and skin color will darken when exposed to the sun.

Coated Variety: The coated American Hairless Terrier may be solid white, bi-colar, tri-
color, sable or brindle, but must always have some white, which may be of any size and
located anywhere on the dog. The white area may be ticked as iong as white
predeminates. The remaining accepted colors are: black, tzn (ranging from dark tan to
very light tan and from intense dark mahogany red te light red with black nose and
eyerims), chocolate (ranging from dark liver to light chocolate with self-colered nose and
eyerims), olue and blue fawn {with self-colored nose and eyerims), apricot {ranging from
orange to faded yellow witn black nose and eyerims), and lemon {ranging from crange to
faded yellow with se/f-colored nose and eyenims).

Faults {Coated variety;: Fawn (pale yellowish tan with self-colorad nose), sream (pale
vellow to off-white], fallow with black mask (very light yellowish tan with black mask), and
silver (the extreme dilution of blue}.

Disqualifications (Coaled varietyj Merle; absence of white. any solid colar other than
white.

Disgualification {both Varielies) Albimism.

Height and Weight

The American Hairless Terrier ranges in height from 10 to 18 inches tall.

Fauits: He:ght under or over ailowed range: obesity
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The American Harrless Terner moves with a jaunty air that suggests agility, speed. and
power. American Hairless Terrier gait is smooth and effortless, with good reach of
forequarters without any trace of hackney gait. Rear quarters have strong driving power,
with hocks fully extencing V ewed from any position, legs turn neither in nor out. nor do
feet cross or interfere with each olher. As speed increases, feet tend fo converge toward
center line of balance.

Disqualifications
Unilateral or bilateral cryptorchic. Viciousness or extreme shyness. Unilateral or bilateral

deafness. A short-legged dog whose proportions vary significantly from the 10:9 rat io. Hanging
ears. Natural hobtail. Wirz or broken coat. Long coat Albinism. Merle.

{ here}g_,conify tha, r?’une Official Breed Standard of the Amencan Hairless Terrier (AHT).
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